
 Welcome! 
The mission of the Brownsville Community Garden is to facilitate  

community engagement through sustainable gardening.  
Let’s grow together! 

Info to Know 
The Community Garden is a project of the Calapooia Food Alliance, a 
Brownsville-based non-profit that “facilitates and promotes healthy, local, 
sustainable food production and consumption.” They are also responsible for 
our local farmer’s market, and host regular social and educational events. All 
information about the CFA, including community garden information, can be 
found here: www.gocfa.org  

The garden is located on the property of Central Linn School District, and a 
limited amount of water is supplied by the City of Brownsville, who also provides 
us with leaf mulch. Otherwise, all Community Garden resources are acquired 
through the Calapooia Food Alliance and donations. It takes the whole 
community for our garden to thrive! 

Contact
Garden Manager Don Lyon 

541 654 2052 
gardens@gocfa.org 

352 Kirk Avenue 
Brownsville, OR 97327 

for other contacts, please see www.gocfa.org 

http://www.gocfa.org


General Rules and Guidelines
The following are rules of the Community Garden at large:  

*No smoking, alcohol, drug use, weapons, or 
fires are allowed at the garden site. 

We must abide by School District rules to maintain access to their 
property. You are welcome to smoke near the leaf pile, with careful 
attention to disposing of non-lit cigarette butts in the garbage can, 
located under the tarp near the shed.  

*Organic Only 
When the garden was founded by the CFA, the rule of ‘organic only’ was 
integral to their mission of promoting healthy, sustainable food production. 
We still follow this rule, meaning we prohibit the use of any pesticides, 
herbicides, insecticides, and fertilizer that are not labeled organic. You 
may use home remedies as long as they are chemical-free. You are not 
required to plant organic seeds or plant starts. The organic guideline is to 
promote healthy soil for your garden, the plots around yours, and to keep 
the soil healthy for the future.  

*4 Hours to ‘Ours’ 
Think of the community garden as a neighborhood, rather than a suburb 
of rented plots. It is up to all of us to make sure that our ‘neighborhood’ is 
well-cared for and looking great. A guideline of 4 hours of support per 
month is required of garden members for general upkeep of the 
Community Garden outside of your rented plot. We often host ‘work 
parties’ where we gather and accomplish garden tasks together, which 
qualifies for the 4 hours  
responsibility.  

Other garden tasks that qualify include:  
 -Mowing grass between plots  
 -Turning the compost pile  
 -Picking up trash (including the area between the fence and 228)  
 -Helping prepare for a garden event  
 -Maintaining (weeding and mulching) shared garden spaces;   
 including the dry garden, the flower garden, and the herb bed.   
 -Other garden-related activities, such as planting in general garden  
 areas, providing supplies, or transportation to acquire supplies.  
 -Putting the Green Bins out for pick-up 



*Equipment 
Equipment provided by the CFA for your use is located in the shed. Please 
take care to return all used equipment to its rightful place, and if you are 
the last one to leave make sure the shed is locked. The key is to be kept 
on the hook at all times. The shed houses shared garden equipment unless 
otherwise labeled “CFA only’; these items are to be used solely for sharing 
garden sites. As long as we are all able to be organized you are welcome 
to keep a few small items in here as well. Please consult the garden 
manager about space. 

*Compost 
There are two areas for composting; the “green bins” from Sweet Home 
Sanitation, and the compost pile. The bins are located near the shed and 
tarp, and the pile is located near the leaf mulch pile at the opposite end 
of the garden. The bins are for all plant material that may be noxious; this 
includes all infested plants (infested with disease, bugs, or mold), weeds 
that have gone to seed, and other weeds that are highly “contagious” 
like crab grass and morning glory (rhizomes). Any woody stalks are to be 
put in the bins as well, which includes tree branches and sunflower stalks. 
All other material can be put in the compost pile. We want to keep our 
compost free of infectious weeds, disease, and bugs so we can use it! 
When in doubt, put it in the bin!  

*Pets & Friends 
We want you to feel at home in your garden! What you would not permit 
at your home is similar to what we do not permit; be sure that everyone 
stays safe and respectful. For pets, this includes taking them elsewhere to 
urinate and picking up after them. Unless you or your guests have 
permission from another plot holder, all plots are to be harvested only by 
their renter. All other harvestable sharing plots will be denoted verbally by 
the manager. 

*Liabilities 
While we want you to succeed and will do our best to help you in your  
gardening efforts, it is solely up to you to maintain your responsibilities to 
your plot and the Community Garden. Should you be unable to uphold 
these responsibilities, the manager will consult with you about the best 
plan of action both for you and the garden. You are solely responsible for 
the safety and keeping of your guests, pets, self, and materials. Should 
any accidents, breakages, suspicious activity, or other notable action 
take place, please be courteous and informative in reporting to the 
Garden Manager as quickly as possible.  



Plot Renter Responsibilities
These are specific to your plot at the garden 

Your Plot 
You are solely responsible for the maintenance of your rented garden plot, from 

Spring to Fall (and Winter if you choose to do a winter garden). These 
responsibilities include:  

Breaking & Covering Soil 
-In the spring, shovel or use a small rototiller to break the soil and mix in the 
amendments you wish to have for your garden.  
-In the fall, compost or turn over (till or shovel) all spent plants. Cover your bed 
with either a fast-growing cover crop or with the free leaf mulch. Mulch must be 
at least 6” deep. 

Weeds and pests 
If weeds and pests are in abundance in your garden, you are enabling them to 
visit other garden sites as well. Please keep these at bay. To  
suppress weeds, use a mulch (like leaves or straw) around your plants. You can 
also use a “living ground cover”, like a clover cover crop between your plants. 
Pluck any weeds that surface, especially before they flower. This also helps 
deter pests from your garden, as there is less for them to live and eat on. Please 
keep an eye on your plot for nuisance bugs and pests, and take action as soon 
as you notice them. You may also use organic pesticides and herbicides, or 
home remedies. Connect with the garden manager or other plot renters for tips 
,tricks, and information resources. 

Watering 
Water is a limited resource. It is up to all of us to be especially mindful of our 
watering practices to ensure enough water for everyone. To help with this, the 
garden has watering guidelines:  
-Mulch, mulch, mulch! Between plants, put down leaves or straw. The thicker 
the mulch, the harder it is for water to evaporate.  
-Use timers and soaker hoses. This is highly suggested, as it regulates the 
watering process, and the timers and hoses are available to all garden 
members. Soaker hoses ensure the water gets to the soil, and doesn’t 
evaporate. Consult the garden manager for watering recommendations. 
Timers will be checked by the manager to ensure that over-watering doesn’t 
occur. Should there be a discrepancy, you will be contacted. 
It is not recommended, but should you choose to overhead water you are 
suggested to do so in the early morning or evening, and to be mindful of the 
amount you water. 



-If the city water allotment is exceeded during the growing season, the water 
will be turned off and plot holders will be charged to cover estimated use until 
the end of the growing season.  Follow water conservation practices.  Turn off 
any spigot if you see water being wasted--ground saturated or water pooling. 

Encouragements & Opportunities
For you, me, and everyone we know!

Garden Events 
A calendar of events will be posted at www.gocfa.org and emailed to garden 

members. You will be notified of work parties through email or phone by the 
garden manager. You are highly encouraged to participate in events and work 

parties, to connect with the gardening community and to help get things 
growing and accomplished!  

Produce Sharing 
Often we are surprised by the abundance that our garden gives. If you have 
more produce than you are able to use, give to a friend, neighbor, or  
elder. The CFA also donates produce to local food banks and people in need, 
including the Meals on Wheels program, the Sharing Hands food bank, and the 
Senior Center. If you want your excess produce to be included in these  
donations, notify the manager to make arrangements. Produce weight is 
recorded for garden records, so if you donate on your own time please  
remember to weigh in so we can include your numbers in our reports. 
The CFA also runs the Brownsville Farmer’s Market, where you are able to sell 
any of your produce. 

Your Ideas & Feedback
The garden belongs to all of us, and we want to make it welcoming for garden 
members, our friends, our town, and our other connections. Any ideas you may 
have for gatherings, promotional opportunities, garden connections,  
educational outreach, or otherwise will gladly be received by the garden 
manager. We all play a role in determining what goes on at our garden, and 
collaboration is highly regarded. Please contact the manager should you have 
any ideas, questions, concerns, or dreams for the garden.  



Helpful Gardening Resources
When help is needed, try the other garden members and the garden manager. 
If everyone is stumped or you want to research more, try these credible 
resources. 

OSU & Master Gardeners 
The Linn County Master Gardeners are helpful in diagnosing plant 
problems, pests, diseases, and will help research any question you have about 
gardening in our area.  

(541) 967-3871 
33630 McFarland Rd  
Tangent, OR 97389 

OSU Gardening Publications database:  
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/catalog/ 

Other Credible Sites
Pacific Northwest Handbooks: In print form or search the online 
databases. 
Plant Disease Management: http://pnwhandbooks.org/plantdisease/ 
Weed Management: http://pnwhandbooks.org/weed/ 
Insect Management: http://pnwhandbooks.org/insect/ 

The University of California Garden Web: www.cagardenweb.ucanr.edu 

Mother Earth News: A magazine and online platform for organic 
gardening and garden living. Helpful for home remedies, and all garden 
advice topics.  www.motherearthnews.com

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/catalog/

